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Russian Orthodox church to the ceme-
tery, and we have now a beautiful 4-
foot-high gravestone to be unveiled.

Taps will float from a bugle. There
will be a 21-gun salute from the 4th
Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division.
And on Memorial Day in Unalaska, in
the Bering Sea, the man who fought
and died in World War II as a hero for
his country in North Africa, in Italy on
Anzio Beach, this American hero who
has been forgotten will be recognized
because of the work of so many but, in
particular, the relentless work of our
Alaskans of the Week Mike Livingston
and Gertrude Svarny.

Private George Fox’s service and sac-
rifice and heroism will finally be recog-
nized on Memorial Day by our Govern-
ment, and we will have a gravestone
befitting of his incredible patriotic
service.

On that gravestone, which I have
seen—it is beautiful—at the bottom
there will be engraved three words.
These words came from George Fox to
his family in his last letter that he
wrote from Anzio Beach in a heroic
battle a world away from Alaska when
he was fighting to save the soul of the
world from tyranny. There are three
words in that letter—that are now on a
gravestone—that meant so much then
and, I would argue, mean so much now
for our country to this very day. The
three words on that headstone are
“Wish all love.” “Wish all love.” The
last words of a patriotic Alaska Native,
sent home from Italy to his family,
who on Memorial Day will finally be
recognized due to the heroic, relentless
hard work of our two Alaskans of the
Week, Mike and Gertrude. Thank you
for all you are doing, all you have done
for your community, for your State,
and for your country.

Thank you to George Fox’s family
and to Private George Fox for his in-
credible service.

I look forward to seeing you all in
Unalaska in a few days. It is going to
be a great ceremony. Congratulations
on being our Alaskans of the Week as
we head into Memorial Day weekend.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). The Senator from Mary-
land.

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

GAO DATABASE MODERNIZATION
ACT OF 2021

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 347, S. 629.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 629) to amend chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, to require Federal agen-
cies to submit to the Comptroller General of
the United States a report on rules that are
revoked, suspended, replaced, amended, or
otherwise made ineffective.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

S. 629

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “GAO Database
Modernization Act of 2021°°.

SEC. 2. RULES NO LONGER IN EFFECT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 801(a)(1) of title 5,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(D) For any rule submitted under subpara-
graph (A), if the Federal agency promulgating
the rule, in whole or in part, revokes, suspends,
replaces, amends, or otherwise makes the rule
ineffective, or the rule is made ineffective for
any other reason, the Federal agency shall sub-
mit to the Comptroller General a report con-
taining—

‘(i) the title of the rule;

“‘(ii) the Federal Register citation for the rule,
if any;

“‘(iii) the date on which rule was submitted to
the Comptroller General, and

“(iv) a description of the provisions of the rule
that are being revoked, suspended, replaced,
amended, or otherwise made ineffective.”.

(b) SUNSET.—Effective on the date that is 6
years after the date of enactment of this Act,
section 801(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by striking subparagraph (D), as
added by subsection (a).

Mr. CARDIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; that
the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 629), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

METROPOLITAN AREAS PROTEC-
TION AND STANDARDIZATION
ACT OF 2021

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 349, S. 1941.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

S2735

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1941) to direct the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget to stand-
ardize the use of core-based statistical area
designations across Federal programs, to
allow between 120 and 180 days for public
comment on any proposed change to such
designations, and to report on the scientific
basis and estimated impact to Federal pro-
grams for any proposed change to such des-
ignations, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Metropolitan
Areas Protection and Standardization Act of
2021 or the “MAPS Act of 2021"".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Federal programs use core-based statistical
area delineations to determine the delivery of
Federal services, benefits, and funding to people
in the United States, such as in criteria for eligi-
bility or distribution.

(2) Core-based statistical area delineations
provide a nationally consistent set of standards
for collecting, tabulating, and publishing Fed-
eral statistics for geographic areas, and they are
not intended for any public or private sector
non-statistical uses such as program administra-
tion or service delivery.

(3) Updates to core-based statistical area de-
lineations may cause widespread disruption to
the delivery of Federal services, benefits, and
funding to people in the United States based on
the reliance of Federal programs on these delin-
eations.

(4) There does not exist any comprehensive list
of Federal programs that rely on core-based sta-
tistical area delineations. Such a list is valuable
for the study of how Federal services, benefits,
and funding are distributed to people in the
United States.

(5) Increased transparency on the impacts of
any update to core-based statistical area delin-
eations may be overly burdensome due to the
anticipated variety of Federal programs that
rely on these delineations. Any requirement for
complete disclosure of these impacts prior to im-
plementation of new delineations may uninten-
tionally cause the existing delineations to 0ssify.

(6) In order to prevent any disruption to serv-
ice delivery of Federal programs based on up-
dates to core-based statistical area delineations,
and ensure the independence of Federal statis-
tical policymaking, Congress must sever the link
between future updates to core-based statistical
area delineations and any automatic impact on
Federal programs that rely on these delinea-
tions.

SEC. 3. PURPOSE.

This purpose of this Act is to ensure—

(1) transparency in how core-based statistical
area delineations are used in domestic assist-
ance programs; and

(2) independence of the Office of Management
and Budget in establishing and updating core-
based statistical area delineations.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ has the
meaning given the term in section 551 of title 5,
United States Code.

(2) COMPTROLLER  GENERAL.—The  term
“Comptroller General’’ means the Comptroller
General of the United States.

(3) CORE-BASED STATISTICAL AREA.—The term
“‘core-based statistical area’ has the meaning
given the term by the Office of Management and
Budget in the Notice of Decision entitled ‘2020
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